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To the Members of the Society 


of Tradeſmen, &c. and to 
the poorer Inhabitants of St. 
Chad s, SALOP. 


a 


| conſequence of which 1 make it my earneſt 
requeſt, that you will read and confider it 
with ſeriouſneſs and attention: and I am 
ure you will be the bappier, as well as the 
better men for practiſng the duties it re- 
Commends, | 


I am, 
5 Your very affectionate friend, 


W. ADAMS. 


Put the following Sermon into your hands; - 
and defire you will accept it as a token 
of my fmcere love and regard for you. In 


- + — — 2 — — * 


— — 2 71 I=> — 1 — —W— E. 


1 
1 
Os 
1 
9 
1 
1 

5 

* 
1 
1 
1 
| 


— > — 7, a m 0 
* 
n 


r 


— 
Cans 


— 


= co > 


XX MXR RA [=] 


I 
ENTE LEE 


e ab nts 


** + A + al 
KELELELSELELSELNEL IN A 


CAL. Vi. 2. 


« 
Bear ye one another's burdens, and ſo fal- 


fill the law of Chriſt. 


T is with great pleaſure that I take 

the part here. aſſigned me in aſſiſting 
the deſigns of a ſociety, formed as I am 
perſuaded upon .the principles of charity, 
and regulated by thoſe of religion and 
virtue. 


The great end and deſign of true reli- 
gion is to. make men happy both in this 
world and the next. The latter of theſe, 
as it is the great concern of all mankind, 
ſo it is in the power of all to ſecure to 
themſelves by a life of piety and virtue. 
But our happineſs in this life is for wiſe 
reaſons put more out of our power. Our 
enjoyments here are at the beſt mixed 
with crofles, troubles and diſappointments; 
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the better to prove our faith and virtue. 
The belt of men are expoſed in common 
with the worſt to ſickneſs, pain and loſ- 
ſes, and are often brought into want and 
miſery by accidents which neither induſtry 
nor prudence could prevent. Yet till in 
ſuch circumſtances religion is a ſure ſource 
of conſolation, and brings wp the beſt 
ſggcours and ſupport that can 

not only fortifying the mind with patience 
and reſignation, extending our proſpects 
and hopes into another life, and aſſuring 


us there of a happineſs proportioned to 


our ſtedfaſtneſs and perſeverance in well- 
doing; ; but by deriving to us likewiſe the 
co npaſſion, aſſiſtance and relief of our 
fellow chriſtians and neighbours: who are 
bound by the religion they profeſs, above 
all things to have fervent charity towards 
their brethren; to have the ſame care one 
for another ; and if one member ſuffers, as 
members of the fame body, 7o Suffer 
with it. 


i a it be the intention of religion 
to procure the happineſs of mankind ; all 
ſuch deſigns as are directed to this end 
are ſo far acts of religion: and when en- 
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tered upon with a true chriſtian temper 
and from a principle of charity, will cer- 
tainly be accepted as ſuch; as inſtances 
of duty and obedience to God. It is 
therefore, I think, an appointment of great 
propriety and decorum in the preſent and 
other like charitable ſocieties, to meet 
thus at times in a religious manner ;. to 
offer up your vows and oblations of cha- 
rity to heaven; and to beg the bleſſing of 
God on your pious endeavours. 


It is indeed a pleaſure to ſee, while ſo 
many parties and meetings are daily form- 
ing for pleaſure and idleneſs, for the ſup- 
port of factions and uncharitable diſtinc- 
tions, and often for nothing better than 

revelling and riot; that there are not 
wanting ſome which have a nobler end 
for their object ; and which it is no way 
unworthy of our character as men or as 
_ chriſtians to join in. This praiſe I think 
we may aſſume to the preſent ſociety: the 
deſign of which is by the joint and uni- 
ted endeavours of many, to guard againſt 
and repel the evils which are alike inci- 
dent to all; and which, every one ſingly 
and unſupported may be unable to bear, 

| This 
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This is in a very proper ſenſe to bear one 


another's burdens; to ſhare freely and wil- 
lingly the misfortunes, the infirmities, 
wants and troubles of others: and is fo 
far an act of charity, and a fulfilling the 
law of Chriſt. © But it is farther at the 
ſame time an act of prudence too, as it is 
a providing for every one's own wants and 
thoſe of his family ; it is throwing his own 
burden into the common ſtock ; and pur- 
chaſing by the relief he miniſters to others, 
a title to the ſame relief in his turn. Both 


theſe principles then conſpire to promote 


the preſent inſtitution ; as far as you are 
influenced by the latter, though it doth 
not deſerve the name and character of 
charity, it is however a commendable act 
of duty. It is a chriſtian prudence to 
arm ourſelves by a provident foreſight a- 
gainſt the evils of life; to prepare our- 


| ſelves for a chearful ſubmiſſion to the diſ- 


penſations of providence; and to lay up 
for the benefit and ſecurity of his family, 
every man, from time to time, ſome little, 
as God hath, pralpered him, 


But I doubt not moſt of you are actua- 
ted by the nobler principle I have menti- 


_ oned; 
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oned; and take a generous pleaſure in 
peventing the wants of your brethren, and 
in reſolving that none of your friends and 
aſſociates in this labour of love, ſhall be 
deſtitute in his diſtreſs of any helps and 
aſſiſtances you can give him. This, as I 
faid, 1s true chriſtian charity, and is in the 
beſt ſenſe Fulfilling the law of Chriſt—the 
royal law of love, as the apoſtle calls it: 
which enjoins no duties ſo much as thoſe 
of tenderneſs, gentleneſs, compaſſion, feed- 
ing the hungry, cloathing the naked, viſi- 
ting the fick, and whatever elſe is gene- 
rous, kind, beneficent and good-natured ; 
whatever tends to promote the happineſs 
or to leſſen the griefs and ſorrows of man- 


kind. 


This is ſo conſiderable a part of our 
chriſtian duty, that it is frequently in 
ſcripture ſpoken of as compriſing the 
whole. Love, or charity, ſaith the apoſtle, 
is the fulfilling of the law. And whoſoever 
laveth his brother hath fulfilled the law. It 
is certain that there are other duties, all 
that are comprehended under piety and 
temperance, equally neceſſary and indiſ- 
penſable with theſe. But it is here ſup- 

B a poſed 
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poſed that the duty we are ſpeaking of 
cannot conſiſt in all its extent and latitude 
without including the reſt. The ſame be- 
nevolence of mind, which leads us to love 
not only thoſe who are endeared to us by re- 
lation, friendſhip, or kindneſs received, but 
even thoſe who are moſt eſtranged from us 
by a difference in religion, party, or even by 
reſentment and ill-will, will certainly lead 
us to love God, the fountain of all good, 
who made us what we are, and gave us 
all that we poſſeſs. The heart which feels 
for the miſery of others, and melts with 
pity even at the diſtreſſes of an enemy, 
will ſurely overflow with gratitude towards 
the common father of being, who provi- 
deth for all things living w:th plenteouſ- 
neſs; whoſe compaſjions never fail; and 
avhoſe mercies are ſeen over all his works. 
And that diffuſive charity which carries us 
as it were out of ourſelves, and intereſts 
us in the welfare of all mankind, is in its 
_ whole nature oppoſite to the narrow prin- 
ciple of ſelf-· love; and can taſte but little 
pleaſure or happineſs in ſelf-indulgence, 
or the gratifications of appetite and ſenſual 
inclination. Hence it is that love or chriſ- ' 


tian charity is ſaid to be the fulfilling to 
be 


BU 

be not a part but the ſenſe and ſpirit of 
the whole moral law. The ſame princi- 
ple which leads you to concur in this good 
work will, if opened and unfolded into 
all its conſequences, lead you into all 
righteouſneſs; to fulfill. the duties you 
owe to God and yourſelves as well as thoſe 
to your neighbour. And it is with plea- 
| ſure, that I obſerve a proper attention paid 
to theſe in the regulations under which 
your ſociety is governed, and by which its 
meetings are modelled and conducted, 
Theſe are ſo well calculated for all the 
ends that can be anſwered by ſuch an in- 
ſtitution, that I have little left me but to 
commend to your conſtant practice the 
charity, piety and ſobriety which they in- 
culcate; and to exhort you to extend the 
influence of theſe principles farther, into 
your whole life and converſation. 


And firſt, as charity is the ground and 
foundation on which your little ſociety is 
built, this as we are taught in the text, is 
fulfilling in a particular manner the law 
of Chriſt. For charity is in a peculiar 
manner the command of Chriſt, A new 
commandment, ſays he, I give unto you, that 


ye 


John xiii. 
34» 35. 


1 John 


IV. 20. 


1 John 


iii. 1 7. 


* 
ye love one another, By this ſtall all men 


' know that ye are my diſciples, if ye have 


love one for another, This then is ſo ne- 
ceſſary to the diſciples of Chriſt, that we 
cannot take to. ourſelves the name or cha- 
rater of chriſtians without it. And as 
we. have above ſeen that charity in its 


largeſt extent, can ſcarce conſiſt without 
the practice of the other chriſtian duties 


of piety and temperance, ſo it is certain 
that we cannot in any good degree pre- 
tend to theſe virtues without that charity, 
which I am recommending. F any man, 
faith the apoſtle, ſay I love God, and loveth 
not his brother, he is a hiar : for he that 
loveth not his brother whom he hath ſeen, 
how can he love God whom he hath not ſeen ? 
And again, whoſo hath this world's good, 
and ſeeth his brother have need, and ſhutteth 
up his compaſſion from him, how duwelleth 
the love of God in him ? That is, how can 
ſuch an one pretend to piety and religion, 


when he is wanting in a common duty 


bound upon him by nature and reaſon, 
and the common ties of humanity; but 


more eſpecially recommended and more 
earneſtly than almoſt any other by the pre- 


yain 


cepts of the golpel? In like manner in 
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vain do we pretend to that command over 
ourſelves, that ſubordination of our appe- 
tites and paſſions to reaſon, in which the 
virtue of temperance conſiſts, when ſelf- 
love ſtill contracts our hearts, and ſhuts 
out all charitable care and concern for 
others. It is therefore with great proprie- 
ty that charity takes the firſt rank amongſt 
the chriſtian graces, as it is neceſſary in 
ſome degree to qualify us for the very 
name of chriſtians ; and as it ſprings from 


or begets in us that temper of mind which 


is naturally productive of every other vir- 
tue. 


But there are two of theſe virtues which 
I muſt mention as more immediately con- 
nected with charity, and in the lower 
ranks of life ſo neceſſary to the exerciſe 
of it, that they muſt be included in the 
duty itſelf: and theſe are induſtry and 
frugality. With reſpect to the firſt of 
theſe, the apoſtle hath given it in charge 
to thoſe of low degree, that they labour, 
vor king with their hands the thing that zs 
good, that they may have to give to him that 
needeth. Without theſe virtues to ſupply 
and increaſe your ſtore, you cannot hope 

| b for 
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for the happy power of relieving othets 


by your bounty or ſuccouring them in 


| their diſtreſs. Nor can you fo ſecurely 


attribute to yourſelves the virtue and merit 
of charity from any good-will or kind 
wiſhes you may bear to your neighbour, 


when you have by your own faults de- 
ptived yourſelves of the means of giving 


the proper proof of theſe to the world and 


to yourſelves, Without theſe virtues, in- 


ſtead of the pleaſure of relieving others, 
and of being independent in yourſelves, 
you will ſoon be in danger of wanting this 


relief from others: and that without the 


ſatisfaction of deſerving it or any juſt 
ground to expect it, For the injunction 


of St. Paul is founded on the juſteſt rea- 
. ſon, If any man will not work, neither let 


bim eat; Inſtead of the praiſe and charac- 
ter of charity, you will incur the heavy 
, Cenſure of the ſame apoſtle :' 1f any pro- 
vide not for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe 
of his own houſe, he hath denied the faith, 


and is wor ſe * an 988 9 9 


It is the firſt of theſe virtues, n 

which makes the artificer and the labourer 
as — and valuable as any members in 
| AF | 
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ſociety. And as God hath allotted to men 
very different ſtations and conditions of 
life, and aſſigned them different gifts and 
talents to profit withal, different occupa- 
tions and employments for the good of 
the whole; therefore to he diligent in the 
| ſeveral provinces in which he hath placed 
us, 1s a duty we owe to him as well as to 
our neighbour and ourſelves. It is our 
proper buſineſs, and a fort of truſt repoſed 
in us by the governor of the world: and 
therefore it is not only an offence againſt 
ſociety, but a breach of our duty to hea- 
ven to deſert or negle& it. And on the 
other hand, a diligent diſcharge of this 
duty from a principle of conſcience to- 
wards God, is in its proper time and place 
an act of religious obedience; and will 
ſurely be as well accepted of God, as any 
act of piety which may be thought more 
immediately addreſſed to his honour. 


And this II the rather mention becauſe 

there are, I fear, ſome well-diſpoſed per- 
ſons who think it pious to retire more 
from the world and from buſineſs; to ſhut 
out all ſecular concerns from their minds; 
and to ſpend their whole time in the ex- 
C erciſes 
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erciſes of religion, devotion and prayer. 
But theſe duties how neceſſary ſoever to 
the chriſtian life, are not intended to ex- 
clude us from being uſeful and beneficial 
to the world; from taking care of our fa- 
milies; or from doing what our rank and 

relation to the publick require, We may 
allot a ſufficient time to our devotions 
without interfering with theſe, which are 
certainly ſome of the firſt duties of a 
chriſtian. We may live in the world as 
Chriſt and his apoſtles did, and be buſy in 
doing all the good we can, without ſetting 
our hearts too much upon it; without cen- 
tering our hopes and affections in it; and 
without being polluted by it. Let me then 
exhort you to be chearful and active in 
that ſtate of life to which God hath cal- 
led you, and to conſider this chearful- 
neſs and induſtry as acts of piety and duty 
to God: and at the ſame time to be ever 
punctual and attentive to the more im- 
mediate duties of religion and the care of 
your ſouls; that by this double diligence 
you may mate your calling and electian 
ſure. Be often recollecting, as you will 
have many vacant minutes in your buſieſt 
days to do, the: ſtate of your ſouls, the 


great 
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great motives, hopes and proſpects of re- 
ligion. Let every morning and evening 
witneſs to the offering up your prayers and 
praiſes to God: and this will conſecrate 
the labours of the day, bring a ing on 
our baſeet and on your ſlore, and make 
you rejoice in all that you put your hands 
unto. 


But above all, neglect not that day 
which God in eſpecial mercy to the labo- 
rious part of mankind, and in condeſcen- . 
fion to their ſpiritual wants, has conſecra- 
ted to reſt and a ceſſation from worldly 
cares; that they may have leiſure for re- 
flection and retirement, and to attend the 
duties of religion without diſtraction, With- 
out this your ſpiritual powers will inſenſi- 
bly decay; your beſt reſolutions will be 
forgotten, and the ſpirit of religion and 
piety, the ſupport of every virtue, will 
wear out and be loft. And on the other 
hand, by a due improvement of this time 
you will continually grow in grace; the 
motives and principles of virtue will be 
kept ever awake and active in your breaſts ; 
and you will be ſecured in your commerce 


with the world againſt all its temptations. 
| * 2 = Let 
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Let nothing therefore tempt you to ab- 
ſent yourſelves on this day from the pub- 
lick ſervice of the church; or from allot- 
ting ſome part of it to the inſtruction of 
your families; to the examining the ſtate 
of your ſpiritual concerns; and the renew- 
ing in- yourſelves all ſuch reſolutions as 
may be neceſſary to guard againſt the fins 
which do moſt eaſily beſet you. If buſineſs, 
however urgent, and ſtill more if idleneſs 


or pleaſure rob you of this time; this 


neglect will not only bring your virtue 
into danger, but will itſelf add to the 
number of your crimes. 


But I proceed to the other virtue which 


1 mentioned as inſtrumental and neceſſary 
to your charity, which is frugality; or a 
prudent and virtuous uſe of that which 
through the bleſſing of God is gained by 
your labour and induſtry. And this is the 
more neceſſary to be mentioned at a time 
when luxury'is not only prevailing among 
the great and wealthy, but has deeply in- 
fected all degrees of men amongſt us. If 
this, as is frequent, diſables men of for- 
tune from doing any thing that is good or 
uſeful to the world, .it is certain that the 
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leaſt degree of it, the leaſt indulgence in 
vain. and unneceſſary expence muſt put 
it out of the power of thoſe who ſubſiſt 
by their labour, not only to do the good 
offices they would to their brethren; but 
even to- make the proviſion they ought for 
their own families. It is frugality that 
muſt make pur induſtry uſeful to our- 
ſelves. For to what purpoſe do we la- 
bour for that which profiteth not, or per- 
haps may be only the means to betray us. 
into ſin? But where theſe virtues are uni- 
ted, how oft do we ſee men by theſe 
alone maintain their families in neatneſs 
and plenty, free from want and care at 
home, and able to extend their good of- 
fices abroad? How oft is their pleaſure 
and innocence, their health and peace and 
content of mind to be envied by thoſe 
who live in greater ſplendor and in all 
the pomp of honour and power? And on 
the other hand, is it not melancholy often 
to ſee what has been purchaſed by pain- 
ful induſtry and labour ſquandered away 
in unprofitable and fooliſh recreations ; 
often in the guilty indulgences of gam- 
ing, drinking and the like——to. ſee the 
g artificer of better {kill, inſtead of making 
his 


* 


which he may be ſaid by his own cruelty 
to inflit on thoſe who are his bone and 
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his family more happy and himſelf more 
uſeful ; tempted by his greater gains to 
indulge himſelf only the more in idleneſs 
or finful pleaſures? There is not ſure a 
more affecting or a more pitiable object 
than that of a family unfed, uncloathed, 

untaught at home, while the maſter of 
it is wantonly ſpending what ſhould ſup- 
port them, abroad. Where are the bowels 
of him who can enjoy either pleaſure or 
eaſe in his mind, while he makes himſelf 
deaf to the cries of want and miſery, 


bis fleſh? There is, I hope, no one among 
you of a character ſo immoral and profli- 
gate as this. The preſent virtuous deſign 
in which you are engaged, is indeed a 


ſufficient proof of the contrary. I ſhall 


therefore conclude this head with obſer- 


ving, that the virtues I have mentioned 


are not only neceſſary to the character and 


perfection of charity, but are the only ſure 


preſervative of common honeſty. They 


are theſe virtues alone which can ſecure | 
vou againſt want; againſt all temptation 
to cheat or defraud your neighbour, to 


make unlawful gains by extortion, to ſell 
Se Be your 
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our conſcience for a bribe, your honeſty 
and all your moral worth for filthy lucre's 
fake. By theſe only can you merit the 
truſt and confidence of the world, They 
are the only pledge and ſecurity you can 
give of your fidelity and truth. 


A ſecond thing which I mentioned as 


deſerving the regard you have paid to it, 
is that of obſerving the rules of piety and 
morality in all your meetings; and of ba- 
niſhing profaneneſs, detraction, and ſcan- 
dal from your diſcourſe. The firſt of 
theſe is ſo contrary to that piety, the. im- 
portance and neceſſity of which I have 
been recommending, that I need not en- 
large upon it. It is ſo contrary to the 
ſpirit of religion, to the plain precepts of 
the goſpel, to that reverence of heart and 
mind which we owe to the divine Being, 
ſo naturally tending to extirpate all ſenſe 
of God and goodneſs from the mind; 
that it ſeems impoſſible for any one who 
calls himſelf a chriſtian to allow himſelf 
ſeriouſly in the practice of it; or other- 
wiſe than thro' thoughtleſſneſs or ſurpriſe 
to be ever guilty of it. It is ſo contrary 
to common - ſenſe and reaſon, ſo fooliſh 
and 
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and abſurd in itſelf, that it would be a 
reproach to us as men, if we did not bear 
the name and character of chriſtians. The 
latter, as it is at all times ſinful, and one 
of the higheſt offences againſt chriſtian 
charity, is particularly unfitting in a ſocie- 


ty of which charity is the very principle 


and foundation. 


I proceed therefore to the laſt thing 
which I was to recommend, and which 
deſerves particularly at your meetings to be 


attended to, and that is ſobriety: a vir- 


tue not the leſs amiable or valuable for the 
countenance and indulgence which 1s too 
freely given to thoſe who lin againſt it, Tt 
is indeed a reproach to our age and coun- 
try that the contrary vice is ſo frequent. as 
to be little moleſted by ſhame or cenſure, 


There is no ſource of evil ſo fruitful, none 


that has introduced ſo much pain and mi- 
ſery, poverty and infamy, ſickneſs and 
death into the world as this. How many 
do we ſee reduced by it to beggary and 


want; how many thouſands ruined in 


their bealth and ſtrength, cut ſhort in the 
prime of life, or reduced to a ſudden, 


ieee and conterptible old age? How 
often 


1 C# 5a 


( 24 ) 
often is the peace and happineſs of fami- 
lies diſturbed, and how many ſcenes of 
guilt and wickedneſs are occaſioned by it ? 
Let me then exhort you to avoid with all 
your care and diligence this great and 


powerful evil. . Let nothing tempt you 
to diſhonour yourſelves by a vice ſo mean 


and unmanly. Learn to prefer the fi- 


lent but exquiſite delights of temperance 
and innocence to all the mad and pol- 
luted joys it can offer you. Remember 
that this vice ſtands condemned in ſcrip- 


ture, among the blackeſt, and ſuch as 


in particular unfit us for the kingdom of 
heaven, Be not deceived : neither forni- 


cators, nor adulterers, nor thieves, nor ex- ? 


tortioners, nor drunkards, ſhall inherit the 


| kingdom of God and of Chriſt, 


And if any of you are unhappily 
brought under the power of this ſin, let 
me again call upon you to conſider what 
you owe to your families as well as fo 
God and to yourſelves. How happy may 
you make thoſe who have a right to ex- 
pect every thing from you, by abſtaining 
from this vice. I am ſenſible that there 
is no habit which requires more teſolu- 
D | tion 
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tion to conquer and ſabdue than this, Tt 

requires rule as well as reſolution, You 
muſt lay down to yourſelves ſome whole- 
ſome regulations, a plan of life and con- 
duct that may keep you out of the reach 
of temptation ; ſome limitations within 
which your virtue will be ſecure, and 
which you muſt minutely and religiouſly 
obſerve, if you mean to ſecure it. By 
theſe means if ſteadily perſiſted in, and 
by the grace of God which will never be 
wanting to the endeavours of virtue, you 
will infallibly break the power of the 
moſt rooted and inveterate habits, Every 

victory gained will add ſtrength to your 
virtue: and every future conqueſt will be 
ſtill eaſier. Be not then diſcouraged by 
the difficulty which you muſt firſt engage; 
but remember that this difficulty, if not 
ſoon encountered, will become greater, 
Remember that it is this difficulty which | 
makes it virtue; that the greater the dif- 
ficulty the greater will be the virtue of 
conquering it; that you will thus gain the 
ſatisfaction of proving your own fincerity, 
of making ſome atonement for your paſt 
miſconduct, and of offering * accept- 


able ſacrifice to God. | 
And 
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And for thoſe who are yet happily 
ſtrangers to this vice, a little reſolution 


and reflection will arm them againſt it, 


It is difficult to break the force of bad 


habits ; but it is eaſy to avoid contracting 


them. Avoid idleneſs and bad company 
which chiefly expoſe you to temptations 
from without: and you will have little 
to oppoſe from appetite and inclination 
within. For this vice is wholly unnatu- 
ral. Nature always revolts, till corrupted 
by cuſtom, againſt it. Be always then 
employed in the buſineſs of your profeſ- 
ſion. Reflect on the difference betwixt 
thoſe who live ſoberly and orderly among 
your acquaintance, and thoſe who ſpend 
their ſubſtance, their health as well as 
fortune in riotous living: and aſk your- 
ſelves which of theſe two characters you 
would chuſe for your own. Make the 
former your examples, your companions 
and friends : and ſhun the company and 
meetings of the latter, as you would an 


infected air in order to preſerve your 
health, | 


— 


Laſtly, let me exhort you to extend 
the good principles with which you here 
| D 2 ſet 


5 


n = 


(129 
ſet out, through the whole of your life 
and converſation. Remember that you 
carry every where with you the charac- 
ter of men, and of chriſtians. Let that 
prudent care. which hath led you early to 


provide for your future well-being in this 


life, be extended to your greateſt and only 
true intereſt, your happineſs in the next. 
Be careful to lay up for your ſelves trea- 
ſures in heaven : that when all the pro- 
viſions, comforts and friendſhips of this 
life ſhall fail, you may be received into 
an everlaſting habitation. If it be your 
prudence to provide againſt infirmity, age 


and misfortune here; what folly, inconſi- 


ſtence and madneſs will it be to neglect 
thoſe proviſions which are neceſſary to 
your eternal well-being hereafter? All 
other ſocieties ſhall fail; but this ſhall 
continue for ever. The kingdom of Chriſt 
ſhall have no end. His church ſhall en- 
dure throughout all ages. Amidſt all 
your engagements then, your connections 
and relations here, be ever mindful of that 
ſpiritual community of which you are 


members, that better kingdom to which 


you belong. In all your dealings with 
men, remember to act by the law of Cbriſt: 
that 
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that when you leave this periſhing muta- 
ble ſociety, you may gain the place of 
fellow citizens with the ſaints in the hea- 
venly jeruſalem; à city which hath foun- 
dations, immutable and eternal, whoſe buil- 
der and maker is Gop. 


THE END. 


* 
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As this diſcourſe may fall into the hands 
of ſome who are not well provided with 
books of devotton, 1 have added two pray- 
ers for morning and evening: which I 

recommend to be con/tantly uſed by thoſe 
who have no better forms at band. 


A MoRNING Prayer. 


LORD, to whom I owe my life 


and every comfort of it, I moſt 
humbly pray that I may live always mind- 
ful of my dependence upon thee, and the 
mercies I have received from thee. May 
I conſider that no action, word or thought 
of mine is unknown to thee z and there- 
fore be at all times careful to think, to 
| ſpeak, and to do what is right. As I 
hope to be eternally happy, O let me le- 

'  rioully attend to thoſe duties which muſt 
qualify me for being ſo. Grant that I 
may keep it always uppermoſt in my 
thoughts, that thy favour is only to be ob- 


tained by the holineſs of my life, and by 


doing in it all the good in my power, Let 
it be ever in my heart to do all kind of- 
fices, and to promote peace and happineſs 

N © among 
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among my neighbours. May I be true 
and faithful to all my engagements; eſpe- 
cially to the promiſes and vows of obedi- 
ence which I have made to thee—to go- 
vern my paſſions—to correct in myſelf 
every vicious inclination—to keep my body 
in temperance, ſoberneſs and chaſtity—to 
be true and juſt in all my dealings—and * 
to do to others what I ſhould in their caſe 
expect them to do unto me. Give me 
health and ſtrength chearfully to go thro' 
the duties of my calling. Bleſs the la- 
bour of my hands, and accept of my ho- 
neſt induſtry, as a part of the duty I owe 
to thee, as well as to my family and coun- 
try. Let no temptations of pleaſure or of 
profit rob me of my honeſty and virtue. 
In thy favour and the hope of thy eternal 
mercy J ſhall be happy in whatever ſtation 
of life thou art pleaſed to place me. Let 
this hope be my comfort, my refuge and 
| ſupport in all circumſtances ; through Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord, in whoſe name and 
words, I pray for all mankind ; Our fa- 
ther, Ec. | | 


1 
An ExENING Prayer. 


\ LORD, who haſt preſerved me 
this day, I bleſs thee for thus con- 
tinuing thy care of, and goodneſs to me. 
Grant that I may ſhew my thankfulneſs 
by my fincere endeavours to perform thy 
will in all things. I moſt humbly beg 
forgiveneſs of every fin that I have com- 
mitted ; and it is likewiſe my moſt earneſt 
prayer that I may never ſo dangerouſly 
deceive myſelf, as to think thou wilt for- 
give my fins, if I do not forſake them. 
Let it be my firmeſt belief that nothing 
can recommend me to thy favour, if I do 
not lead an holy and uſeful life; and that 


when J allow myſelf in any kind of guilt, 


even my prayers will be an abomination 
to thee. Give me grace ſo to live, as al- 
ways in thy preſence: and ſince all my 
actions and thoughts are known to thee, 
let me neither in deed or will be guilty 
of any thing that can diſpleaſe thee, En- 
able me to improve in virtue and good- 
neſs; to cotrect in myſelf every bad habit, 
and to denn every vicious inclination, May 

nothing 
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nothing diſturb my reſt this night. Vouch- 
ſafe me ſuch refreſhing ſleep, as may fit 
me for the duties of the following day. 
Thou alone knoweſt how near my death 
may be; and as every day brings me nearer 
to it, grant that I may become every 
day fitter for it. Proſper all who have 
done me good; pardon all who have de- 
ſigned me evil: and grant that we may at 
laſt meet in peace and love in thy everlaſt- 
ing kingdom, through Te/us Cbriſt our 
Lord and Saviour; in -whoſe name and 
words, I farther pray: Our father, &c, 
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The LORD's PRAYER, 


As it is ſung in St. CHAD's CauRcn, 
| after the LECTURE on that part of the 
 CATECHISM. 


I. 


ATHER of all, be thou alone 
I In heaven and earth ador'd ; 
Earth is thy footſtool, heaven thy throne, 
Thou univerſal Lord. 


II. 


What power to praiſe thee and obey 
Thy grace to man hath giv'n, 
That praiſe and duty let him pay, 
Till earth reſemble heaven. 


III. 


This day be bread and peace our lot, 
All elſe beneath the ſun 

Thou knows't, if beſt beſtow'd or not, 
And let thy will be done, ; 


Thy 
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Thy love expecting, let us love, 
Reliev'd, let us relieve ; 

Thy pity let our pity move, 
Forgive, as we forgive, 


V. 


When from without temptations come, 
Or luſts inflame within, 

Thy grace deſcend and ſave us from 
The greateſt evil, ſin. 


VI. 


Supreme in power all nature waits 
Obedient at thy call; 

O firſt, O laſt, for thought too great, 
O ſource and end of all. 


Lately Publiſhed, 
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